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ful Combinations which have reduced : 

them from that State of ReſpeAabi- 
- lity which their Function ſhould com- 
. mand, to become Petitioners for Juſ- 


tice !! 
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Take into Conf deration their being, 2 
"i a Manner, deſerted by the natural 
Guardians of Religion, and for. Ka to 
throw. themſelves on the Generoft ity of 


tlie Nation !! 
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| receiving,” AS: their Right, what. A ges 
have fanQioned ; and the Miniſters of - 4 
that ſame Goo being obliged: to have 
Recourſe to the Legiſlature, to protect ; 


= them againſt the Irreligion « of the In- 
terpreters of the Laws, and the Ma- : 
_ chinations of ' thoſe who wiſh the Ho 
Downfal of | Church and'State !! 


7 
* 


Take into Confieration the Enmity, 


| Revilings, and Misfortunes thoſe Pro- 


5 ceedings occaſion, inſtead of that Har- 


mony, brotherly Love and Happineſs, 4 


. inculcated by our holy Relighay-- 
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| God: Report. Can. 393, &c. &c. Se . 
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Lev. 179. 


Gibt. Cod. 680: 1 Rol. Abr. 637. 
Lev. 365. Skin. 3 3414355: Carth. 463, 
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Ganpens,  Gibſ. Cod. 680. Bunb. 106. 


„ [ (Gibf. Cod. 680-81. 1 Rol. Abr. om 
Har, 1 Hett. . 2 Keb. 285 
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ods Gibſ. God. 661 Reg. 48. 3 Cro. * 
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ONT * 6h1-82: Hot. 78. Sock 44 
227 Bunb. 79, 20. Sid. 443. 2 Ken. 36. 
15 Jac. 1. 39 & 40 Elz. Gibt. 682. 
LAuss, + Poph. 144. Palm. 219. 3 Cro. 403. 
Hob. 329. Bunb. 133. thi 
Lo pers 1% 682, 683. 2 Cro. tor. No. 2 | 
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ManDnprR, 31 Geo. II. cap. 12. ſeQ. 1. "Stat 
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755 Mo. 999. Ow. 74. 


Snzze, * 197. 1 Mod. Rep. 216. Lynde: 
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TURKEYS, _ Gibf. 685. Mo. $99. 4 
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In ſome Places PoTATOEs and sMALL Dvzs. 


„„ PROM-:-- þ 


, F ROM the foregoing paralell, few will 
by hardy enough to aſſert that the preſent 
 difaffeQions ariſe from the exactions of the 
| elergy of the eftabliſhed church of Ireland ! 
—No it is an averſion to the. eſtabliſhed 
church itſelf — England the people are 
fatisfied to pay eſthes, becauſe thoſe tythes 
go to the ſupport of their own clergy [ln 
Treland they refuſe to pay them, for this ; 
plaineſt of all reaſons, becauſe they go to the 
Support of thoſe whoſe lives are a ſevere ſa- 


tire, by contraſt, on their. own teachers — 3 


to the ſupport of thoſe who are daily and hour- 
ly expoſing the abfurdity-: of thoſe hetero- 
genius precepts, the propagation of which the 
| miſtaken lenity of our r laws tolcrate —7⁰ tie 


Support | 


35 Pc . 
ſupport of thoſe, who, ſoorning to abet in pri- 


vate what they reprobate in public, are con- 


rained to live in a ſtate of religious bicker- 
ing with the worſhippers of ſtocks; ſtones, 
and pictures; and with thoſe who liberally 
ok diſſent from the eſtabliſhed religion, on. the 

broad baſis of ſs and Jurplices 1 - 


_ 


U 


Ir remains with the parliament of Ire- 


land to determine, whether eccleſiaſtical pro- 


perty ſhall ſtand or not !—At preſent ſo nu- 


metous are the combinations, that no purſe | 


could encounter them! beſides, through the 


negled, the ſhameful negle& of the biſhops 


to the welfare of their clergy, they are fatally 

| diſunited! careleſs and unconcerned for each 

other, as are their prelates. beg ne many 

woſt reſpectable and worthy characters of the 

HK bench but if thy would eſſentially ſerve 
| 1 8 the 


7 


the clerical intereſt, nw when 5 is 0 uni⸗ 
verſally at tacked ſhould they. not aſſemble 
them-liſten to Abet; prievances—take. their 
opinions as to the modes of redreſs and at 
leaſt from to be intereſted !. for that ſeeming . 
would effectually unite the clergy, and in- 
: duce them to co-operate with each other! 
Tro depict the contraſt is painful; but wenn 
a man finds himſelf reduced by the illegal 
combinations: of his pariſhioners from afflu- 
ence to penu ry—deſerted in his utmoſt need by 
the natural patrons of religion, and without ö 
hope of recalling them to a ſenſe of their 
duty, but by ſtinging them with well- pointed ö 
raurks, he muſt indeed be poſſeſſed of a 

5 degree of forbearance which dogs not fall + 
the ſhate obevery man! 141 TRY 


Wiz to pay their lordihips every ro 
ſhes, inflead of divelling on their defects, 
„ 7 I ſhall 


— * 
» 
9 — — DD 


dad 


r 
I # 


rr. 
* 
= 


x 4 


— he. * 
* H . A Aa r - ö 
1 
r e ; 
\ 


I 


"Xx" 
2 [ 
* 
= COT „ rn a greet ammo : Ü—§ĩ1·x 
1 4 


Pg. pn one, we EINER rr Inorg Ix; R 0 


. — r 


a. 


(6-3-3 
1 ſhall hold forth for their imitation the con- ” 
duct of a biſhop, now reſiding i in the king- 


dom, who never introduced a ſtranger into 


his dioceſs, but to ſerve a cute !—never paid 
attention to family connections, or to recom- 


mendations, but promoted every rector accor- 


ding to his merits, and every curate accor- ; 


ding to the date of his licenſe, provided his 


exertions kept pace with his duty !—never 
heard of an attempt to diſtreſs any of his 
clergy .by combinations, but his purſe was | 


extended to his relief And for many who 
could ill afford it, he has built glebe-houſes. 
| Always reſident in his dioceſs, his palace is 


ever open to receive them, his heart to con- 
gratulate them, and his hand to ręward them ** 
Need I add- HER VET is the man!!! 


*Stead of cavelling at his political tenets, 
cn Gommand do Ye ruſe} TTL 


Pay 


(9.7 
Pay ſome attention to the religion over 
which ye ſhould preſide— to the religion 
which has cloathed ye in purple and fine li- 
nen — which has called many of ye from ob- N 
ſcurity and a ſcanty morſe], to fatten in a x land 5 
flowing with milk and honey ! 

Ir the candour of my pen irritates ? Sup- 
| poſe that the wrong. of the author ſpeak, So. 
himſelf and know that if thoſe truiſms could 

Have been privately imparted, they ſhould 
never have appeared in print! for his pulſe | 
beats friendly to you, and he adores that God 
But— 
Se If- preſervation is the 2 law of nature | 


whoſe immediate ſervants ye are: 
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| L EST the filence of the clergy on the 


ſubject of tithes, at a time when the moſt dar- 
ing outrages againſt their agents are counte- 


nanced and abetted by perſons of property and 


Nation; at a time when the public channels : 


of information teem with abuſe againſt the ori- 


ginal inſtitution of tithes, and almoſt dare to 
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term them illegal, for they ſtile them oppreſ- 


ſive—leſt the accidental miſcarriages of the 


clergy in obtaining their rights (when forced 
| to appeal to the laws of the land for redreſs), 


through the chicanery of the inſerior tribe of 
attornies ; through the little reſpeA paid to 


| ſolemn atteſtations by ſome when property 


is in queſtion; and through the glorious un- 


certainty of the law, under which every ſitu- 


. 


ation and profeſſion groans—and- leſt the 


petulant expreſſions emitted in one of thoſe 


paroxyſms of rage, to which a certain digni. 


fied profeſſionaliſt is not infrequently liable, 


Oe * 
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—Qum eſtis maxume 
| Potentes, « 4 tes,  fortunari, nobiles, © 
a Maas vor quo anime Squs nolcere | 


"OO | 
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. operate 1 to the diſadvantage of my 
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| brethren of the eſtabliſhed church, by en- 
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oouraging 
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| couraging a an oppoſition to the collection of 


their ducs—l take up my pen! 
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Wo ULD that ſome: more. able hand had un- 


212 


dertaken the taſk ! But alas! from whom are 
| the inferior, the acting clergy to expect ſup- 
port or relief? Not from Government, pre- 
ſume for a principal Law-officer of the. 
Crown. within the walls of the Commons 
: Houſe, declared, that the diſturbances i in the 
| ſouth were occaſioned by the cxactions of the 
dlergy, and chat they ought to be corrected 1 
| An aſſertion, illiberal, impolitic and ill found- 
ed; ill- founded, for thus ſtands the queſtion 
| between the parſon and the farmer ;—The 
law gives. the former the tenth of the in- 
| creaſe, &c. yearly, ariſing from the profits of 
. the lands held by the latter ; who, not wilh- , 


0 ing to part with it in kind, to n b 


himſelk. 
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dorſed - but by deſigning men = 
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himſelf endeavours to make a bargain for it: 


Suppoſe the parſon values it at 108. the far- 
Ny mer offers 5. each flubbornly * to his 


valuation the parſon then deſires his own, 


his tenth i in kind. Hence the outery of op- 


preſſion ! groundleſs in its origin, and en- 


Not fem 


| the Buſbops ! the natural guardians of the 
church, for they would not diſoblige Govern- 


ment, neither can they well ſpare time for 
politics; and being in general a good na- 
tured, eaſy ſet of Engliſhmen, totally uncon- 


— nected with the clergy of their dioceſs (whoſe 
faces they never ſer except at viſitation); pro- 


"© 2 | 2th 4 r ; | * ld 6, IE KP 
vided their rents, renewal fines, and viſita- 


tion fees are well paid, they are perfectly in- 


different to the welfare of thoſe who have 
the cure of ſouls. 


bourers in the vineyard, to expect nuch aſ- 


ſiſtance 


Neither are we, the la- 


— U ͤ an. Yards ld. 


17 
ſiſtance from the Reverend Plural. ts, who, 


ſurrounded by great connections, and com- 
manding the exertions of the great among 
their tenants, enjoy otium cum dignitate— 
quiet poſſeſſion and the punQual payment of 


It is not from any indi- 


their demands 


dual of the deftriptton I have mentioned the | 
oppreſſed clergyman i is to expect relief No! 
combination has not as yet dared to look 
him in the face, and the affciati ing clergyman 
is left to ſtruggle with his fate! | 


Un DER ſuch confiderations, what remains 
for the oppreſſod clergyman, who tranſplant- 
ed, almoſt pennyleſs, into a county where 


he is perfectly unconnected, and ſurrounded 


by committees with flock-purſes, with mo- 
ney levied for the purpoſe of flying in the 
face of the laws of the land; I ay, under 


(26) 


the preſſure of thoſe diff calties, what re- 


mains for the a gie vod individual, but to 
call on his fellow-ſufferers to unite in an ap- 
peal to the good ſenſe, the policy, and the 


- 


juſtice of the nation !] 
Definition and Difinction o Titles. 


irn ES, in eccleſiaſtical law, are de- 
fined to be the tenth fart of the increaſe yearly 
ariſing and renewing from the profits of lands, 
the ſock upon lands, and the perſonal au 
| try of the inhabitants——The firſt ſpecies is 
uſually called ira; as corn, hay, hops, | 


and wood ; the ſecond mixed, as wool, milk, 

pigs, &c. conſiſting of natural products, but 

nurtured and preſerved, in part, by the care 
of man of theſe the tenth muſt be paid in 
groſs. 'The third ſpecies is perſonal, as of 


manual occupations, trades, fiſheries, and the 


— 


like: 


n : 
| like :—of theſe only the tenth part of the 
clear gains and profits is to be paid. 


Origin of the Right -of Titles 


« THE earth is the Lord's, and all that 
therein in! the earth he hath given unto- the 
ſons of men, reſtraining the tithe thereof for 
the ſons of Levi.” Dominus univerſorum | 
non ſolum de perſonis retinuit fibi aliquos ad- 
miniſtrandam, ut miniſtros eccleſiæ ſedet 
de rebus, Decimas, ad miniſtrorum ſuſtenta- 


tionem. 


To the beard of the moſt irreligious judge 


that now dares to ſet his face agairiſt the 
eſtabliſhed church of Ireland, do I fay, that 
with ſo ref] pecable a title, even in 2 fiction, he Ws 
cannot accomodate his toad-cating circumambient | 
retailer of legality and judges ſometimes ; 


SI = are 


E203 +6 
are forced, for their own ſakes, to travel with 
ſuch bipes! As well may ſuch national nui- 
ſances deny that the ſeventh day is the ſabbath 
of the Lord, (would I could add, heir God) 
as that it was his divine will that ſuch a pro- 
viſion ſhould be apportioned toward the ho- 
nourable maintenance of his immediate ſer- 
vants; for the ſame authority records both! 
Well may I therefore aſſert, that the title 
of the clergy to tithes commenced with the 
Jewiſh theocracy !|—that an honourable and 
competent maintenance for the miniſters of 
the goſpel is without doubt ure divino: for 
beſide the poſitive precepts of the New Te/- 
tament, natural reaſon informs us, that an 
order of men who are excluded from lucra- 
tive profeſſions, for the ſake of the reſt of 
mankind, have a right to be furniſhed with 
the neceſlarics, conveniencies and moderate | 


FW enjoy- 


133 1 
enjoyments of life, at their expence, for whoſe 
benefit they forego the uſual means of pro- 
viding them: for which reaſon all municipal 
laws have provided a liberal and decent main- 
tenance for their national prieſts or clergy — 
ours in particular, have eſtabliſhed tithes in 


Wonderful 


1 


imitation of the Jewiſh law ! 
are the ways of Providence! which, fore- 
ſeeing the degenerate ſtate to which the world 
_ would arrive—foreſceing the ſciſms that would 
ariſe under a mild government, and the i- 
gratitude of thoſe, who in return for tolera- 
tron to purſue their own abſurd tenets, in 
preference to the eſtabliſhed religion of the 
country that harbours them, kick againſt the 
laws and- cuſtoms of their benefaQtor !—— | 
Wonderful, I ſay, is that Providence, which 
foreſceing this inſtability of human affections, 
_ inſtigated even the enemies of religion to 
ſtrongthen its title by the Jau of the land, 
„ inſtead 


(- no ); 

inſtead of reſting it on the [andy foundation, 
of divine right, unacknowledged and unſup- 
ported by temporal ſanctions! For with truth 
may it at this day be aſſerted, that the bare 


mention of divine right is of diſſervice to the 


cauſe of the church wand is it wonderful? 


For 
. not to irritate the enemies of reli- 


1 


but my intention is to ſerve the 


gion 


'Tarar tithes were God's, and in him and 

by him, for his prieſts, is frequently explain- 

ed in the Old Teſtament: Abraham learned 
it by tradition from Heber; Heber from Sem; 


Sem from his father Noah; and he, by ſuc- 
ceſſion, from Adam; who, as he Was Theo- 


© plaſtos, created and faſhioned by God, ſo was 


© he Theodidaffos, taught and inſtructed by 
God, 


n — 


(8k, 1 


1 it obſerved Noah was the tenth from 
Adam; and Abraham the Zenth from Sem, 
whom God had i in a peculiar manner adopted 
unto himſelf, ſtiling himſelf the God of Sem. 
Hence Philo remarks, that ten hath a near 
affinity to God. 


Tae inſtances of attention paid to he 
number ten by the Heathens and Pagans are 
too numerous to need aſſertion. The Roman 

; hiſtory teems with them: impaſitions, tributes, 
cuſtoms; &. Kc. ran all in that number, in 
their ca/ira-mentation, diſcipline and Jung: : 

| ments, (decimatio 4 &c. | 


TugsE obſervations came not from no- 
thing, neither were they adopted by chance ! 
No !—even a writer ſo early as Philo, faith, 
it was for their learning and inſtruction, that 


8 they 
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they might ſet their ade upon the tenth, 
which is God, to be bleſſed for ever. 


I prefs not thoſe things as credenda ſed cre- 


dibilia! as inducements to lead us to a ſup- 


poſition that God had made that number fa- 
cred ! | 


In the oblations of Abel he offered the 


\ tenth calf, tenth lamb, and fo of the reſt of 


his increaſe. 


- Exopvs xxiil. 19. The firſt of the firſt 
fruits of the land thou _ ny into _ 
houſe of the Lord. 


Leviticus xx111, 10—When ye ſhall reap 
the harveſt. of your lands, ye ſhall bring a 


ſheaf of the firſt fruits of, your harveſt unta 
the e pri, 


Lꝑvrricvs 


(93-9; 
Lovivrens xxVil. 30.—And all the rule 


of the land, whether of the ſeed of the land, 
or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's. 


Verss 32.—And concerning the zithe of 


the herd or of the flock, even of whatſoever Wy 


paſſeth under the rod, the tenth ſhall be holy 
unto the Lord. 3 


F 


VER 3 ſhall not ſearch whether 
it be good or bad, neither ſhall he change 

i. &c, | 
DzuTERONOMY xxvi. 3 ſhalt take 
of the firſt of all the fruit of the earth, and 
ſhalt pot it into a baſket, and ſhalt go into 
the place which the Lord ſhall chooſe, to 


place his name there. 


| Venss 4.—And the Prieft ſhall take the 
baſket, 5 
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( 24 ) 


NuMgERS xviii. 21.—Behold I have given 
me children of Levi all the ſenth in Iſracl 
for an inheritance, for their ſervice which 


they ſer ve, even the ſervice of the tabernacle 


of the congregation. 


2 CHRONICLES xxxi. 5.—And as ſoon as 


the commandment came abroad, the children 


of Iſrael brought in abundance the firſt fruits 
of corn, wine, oil, and honey, and of all the 
increaſe of the field, and the 7:the of all things 
brought they in. 1 85 


Verse 6.— And they that dwelt in the 


cities of Judah brought in the tithe of oxen 


and ſheep, and the 2ithe of holy things, and 
laid them in heaps. | 


' In the New Teſtament tithes are likewiſe 
frequently mentioned : a 
> St. Lux E 


4 


("4 I 
| St. Lots xiv. 42. WO unto you Phari- 
ſees? for though ye 7ithe mint, &c. 


; St. Luxe xviii. 12—1 give tithes of all 
that I poſſeſs, 

To give all the authorities case in 
the Holy Scriptures, were little leſs than 9 
abſtract of the Holy Bible; which being read- 
ing, in quantity as well as quality, not acco- 
modated to the taſte of tne preſent day, I ſhall 
here cloſe my proofs that tithes are jure 


 divino! 


IT is not eaſy preciſely to aſcertain the 
time when tithes were firſt introduced into 
this country ; but it is probable it was co- 
temporary with the planting of Chriſtianity 

E | among 


(#s ) 


among the Saxons, by Auguſtine the monk, 


about the end of the ſixth century. 


Tayr firſt mention of tithes, to be met 


with in any written Engliſh law, is a con- 
ſtitutional decree, made in fynod held A. D. 


786, wherein the pay ment of tithes in gene- 


ral is ſtrongly enjoined. This canon, or de- 


eree, which at firſt bound not the laity, was 


effectually confirmed by two kmgdoms of the 


Heptarchy, in their parliamentary con ven- 


tions of eſtates, reſpectively conſiſting of the 
kings of Mercia and Northumberland, the 
| biſhops, dukes, ſenators, and people. This 


was a few years ſubſequent to Charlemagne 


eſtabliſhment, and famous arrangement of 


them in France. 


Tur next Re: mention made of them 


is in the F. aur E dear; et Guthruni, or the 


laws 


Ur 


? 


g N 1 


620 

laws agreed upon between King Guthrun 
the Dane, and Alfred and his ſon Edward 5 
the Elder, ſucceſſive kings of England about 


the year goo. This was, a kind of treaty 


which may be found at large in the Anglo- 


Saxon laws; wherein it was neceſſary, as 


Guthrun was a Pagan, to provide for the 


ſubſiſtence of the Chriſtian clergy under his 


dominion; and accordingly we find the pay- 


ment of tithes not only enjoined, but a pe- 


nalty added upon non-obſervance; this law 


is ſeconded by the laws of Athelſtan, about 
the year 930. This is as much as can with 


certainty be traced out with regard to their 


legal origin. 


| Vyox the firſt introduction, though every 
man was obliged to pay tithes in general, yet 


he might give them to what prieſts he pleaſed; 
0 E 2 which 
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| 
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arbitrary conſecrations of tithes took place 


( 28 ) 


which were called arbitrary conſecration of. 


tithes ; or he might pay them into the hands 


of the biſhop, who diſtributed among his dio-— 


ceſſan clergy the revenues of the church, which 


were then in common. But when dioceſes 


were divided into pariſhes, the tithes of each 
pariſh were allotted to its own particular 
miniſter; firſt, by common conſent, or the 
appointments of lords of manors, and after- 


wards by the written law of the land. But 


again, and became in general uſe till the 
time of King John. This was probably ow- 
ing to the intrigues of the regular clergy, or 
monks of the Benedicdine and other orders, 
under Archbiſhop Dunſtan and his ſucceſſors, 
who endeavoured to wean the people from 
paying their dues to the ſecular or parochial 


clergy (a much more valuable ſet of men 


than 


( 29 ) | 
than themſelves), and were then in hopes ta 
have drawn, by ſanctimonius pretences te 
extraordinary purity of life, all eccleſiaſtical 
| profits to the coffers of their own ſocieties. 
This well accounts for the number and riches 
of the monaſteries and religious houſes which 
were founded i in thoſe days, and which were | 
frequently endowed with tithes. But! in pro- 
ceſs of years the income of the laborious pa- 
riſh prieſts becoming ſcandalouſly reduced by 
thoſe arbitrary conſecration of tithes, Pope 
Innocent III. about the year 1200, in a de- 
ctctal epiſtle ſent to the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, and dated from the palace of Late- 
rac, enjoined the payment of tithes to. the 
parſe ons of the reſpedtive pariſhes wherein they ; 
 refided and officiated. This epiſtle, Sir Ed- 
ward Coke ſays, bound not the lay ſubjeQs . 


| 4 this realm; ; but being reaſonable and 


juſt, 
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juſt, it was allowed of, and ſo became lex 


terre. . 


Tarts parſon of the pariſh may be either 


the actual incumbent, or the appropriator of 


the benefice. Appropriation was a method 


of endowing monaſteries, deviſed by the regu- 
lar clergy by way of ſubſtitution to arbitrary 


conſecrations of tithes. 


& 4 PARTIAL. 


PARTIAL AND TOTAL 
As ES o EXEMPTION 
"FROM THE 


/ 


PAYMENT or TITHES. 


THESE ARE EITHER BY REAL COMPOSITLON=— 


BY CUSTOM OR PRESCRIPTION. | | 


© o 


SELDEN, page 406. 


= * 


8 


A Real Compoſition is when an agreement 
1 is made between the owner of the lands and 
tte parſon or vicar, with the conſent of 
the ordinary and the patron, that fuch lands 
ſhall in future be diſcharged from the pay- 


ment 


* 


ment of Gs: by reaſon of ſome land or 


other real recompence given to the parſon in 


lieu and Cattle thereof, This was per- 


mitted by law, becauſe it was ſuppoſed that 
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the clergy would be no loſers by ſuch com- 
poſition; ſince the conſent of the ordinary, 
who duty it is to take care of the church 
in general, and of the patron, whoſe iritereſt 
it is to protect that particular church, were 
both made neceſſary to render the compoſi- 
tion effectual. Hence have ariſen | all Such | 
comp? fitions as exiſt at this ay by force of the 


conim on Jaw. 


. | thereof Popped. 


BUT the caution was. ineffeQual ; for 
the poſſeſſions of the church being by this 
and other means every day diminiſhed, the 
| difabling Nlatute, 13 Eliz. C. 10. was made ; Y 


* 


which — 


1 


which prevents, among other ſpiritual per- 


ſons, all parſons and vicars from mak» 


ing any- conveyances of the eſtates of their 


churches, other than for three lives or twenty- 


one years. 


DISCHARGE ar CUSTOM os PRE- | 


SCRIPTION. 


THIS is where, time out of mind, ſuch 
perſons or ſuch lands have been either par- 
_ tially or totally diſcharged from the payment 
of tithes. This immemorial uſage is binding 


upon all parties, as it is in its nature an evi- 


dence of univerſal conſent and acquieſcence, 


and with reaſon ſuppoſes a real compoſition 


to have been formerly made., This cuſtom or 


preſcription is either de modo decimanai, or 


de non decimandb. 


* 5 Modus 


= 
1 
1 
1 

: 

* 
b 

1 

L 

: 

i 


FI * 
N — — 8 


ä—ꝗũ—ö—O—— 2 


— — —0' — —— —ͤ— 


( 34 ) 


Modus decimandi—commonly called by the 


ſimple name of a modus only, is where there 1s 
by cuſtom a particular manner of tithing al- 


lowed, different from the general law of tak - 


ing tithes in kind, which are the actual tenth 


part of the annual increaſe. This is ſome- 
times a pecuniary compenſation, as two pence 
per acre for the tithe of land: ſometimes a 


compenſation in work and labour. Some- 


times, in lieu of a large quantity of crude or 


imperfect tithe, the parſon ſhall have a leſs 


quantity when arrived to greater maturity, 
as a couple of fowls in lieu of tithe eggs, — 
Any means, in ſhort, whereby the general 


law of tithing is altered, and a new me- 


thod of taking them is introduced, is called 


a modus decimandi, or ſpecial manner of tith- 
ing. 
De 


A 235-3 

De non decimando—A preſcription de non 
decimands is a Gaim to be entirely diſcharged 
of tithes, and to pay no compenſation in lieu 
thereof, Thus the king, by his prerogative, 
is diſcharged from all tithes, So a vicar ſhall 
pay no tithes to the rector, nor the rector to 
the vicar, nam eccleſia decimas non ſolpit ec- 
clefie. But theſe perſonal privileges (not 
ariſing from or being annexed, to the land) 
are perſonally confined to both the king and 
the clergy ; for their leſſee or tenant ſhall 
pay tithes, though in their, own occupation 
their lands are not generally tithable. And 
generally ſpeaking, it is an eſtabliſhed rule, 


that in lay hands, modus de non decimands 


* 


non valet, 


SPIRITUAL perſons or corporations, as 
monaſteries, abbots, biſhops, and the like, 


Fa ot "were 


— 


OUTS So et — = one Re re 


\ 

(36:9) 
were always capable of having their lands 
totally diſcharged of tithes by various ways; 


as, 
IF 1. Br real compoſition, 
|þ | By the Pope's bull of exemption. 
| | 3. By unity of poſſeſſion ; as when the 
| | | rectory of a pariſh and lands in ſame pariſn, 
| | both belonged to a religious houſe, thoſe lands i 
i t were diſcharged of tithes by this unity of poſ- | 
j | feſſion. | 4. 
1 | 
= 4. Br preſcription; having never been ; 
1 liable to tithes, by being always in e 5 5 


hands. ; ll 


5. Br virtue of their order; as the knights 


templars, ciſtercians, and others, whoſe lands 


were privileged by / the Pope with a a diſcharge 


of tithes, 
. 5 VV oGH, 


C ) 
Taroven, upon the diſſolution of abbeys 
by Henry VIII. moſt of ' theſe exemptions 
would have infallibly fallen with them, and 
the lands become tithable again, had they 


not been ſupported and upheld by the ſtatute 
31 Henry VIII. c. 13. which enacts, that all 
perſons who ſhould come to the poſſeſſion of 
the lands of any abbey then diſſolved, ſhould 
hold them free and diſcharged of tithes, in as 


large. and ample a manner as the abbeys 


themſelves formerly held them. Hence have wg 


originated all the lands which being 1 in lay 
hands, do at preſent claim to be tithe-free ; 
for if a man can ſhew his lands to have been 
ſach abbey lands, and alſo immemorially diſ- 
charged of tithes by any of the means before- 
mentioned; this is now a good preſcription de 
non decimando. But he muſt ſhew both theſe 
; TOR; for abbey lands, without a ſpe- 


cial 5 


(38 ) 
cial. tran of "AMY are not diſcharged 


of courſe; neither will any preſcription de 
non decimando avail in total diſcharge of 


tithes, unleſs it relates to ſuch abbey lands. 


e 


— — 7 


88 was wy intention here to have recit- 


ed the laws now. in ode reſpecting d 3 


A 


but until it is certain that Parliament will 


©, 
| 
x 
: 
; 


interfers between the clergy and the people, 
1 Was induced to conclude, for "A co. 
e eee the ſtep would be impo- 
litic! for as I enumerated the laws, I meant 
to have ſhewn where they were deficient ; 
a comment too much againſt myſelf, as well 
as my brethren at large, to-be hazarded up- 


on the ine rumour,” that the buſineſs of 
. 


SAF 


tithes 


„ , 

tithes, will be ſubſtantially taken in hand by 
the repreſentatives of the people. For the pre- 
ſent therefore [ ſhall ſuppreſs my further ſen- 
timents on the laws now in force reſpecting 
tythes; and ſhall, with deference, ſubmit to 
the public the following Subſtitute in lieu of 
Tithes. . 85 
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IN LIEU or 


111 TREAT 


L E ＋ commiſſioners be appointed to value the 
impropriate tithes of the- kingdom K let that va- 
ue be paid to ſuch as hold them ; and let thoſe 
tithes be aboliſhed, together with any, other 
ſpectes of tithe in the kingdom. 

As the impropriate tithes throughout the 
kingdom were originally granted for material 
ſervices to the Crown, or purchaſed for valu- 


\ 


Tn able 


| 
; 


able conſiderations; and as many of them 


i |. are under ſettlement, mortgaged, &c. and. 


have;i in every inftance become real eſtates to 


| | the impropria tors, it would be ſhameful to f 
| i think of aboliſhing them, except after a fair 

i | purchaſe 

; | Let the ſaid commiſſioners aſcertain the real 

j ; | value of the ſeveral livings at this day; and 
| | let a general tax of two ſhillings per acre take 
place through the kingdom, allowing a deduction 

l [ of one-fourth of the number of acres," for rFOers, 

; | | bogs, m mountains, Sc. ;- and let the grand Juries 

| | = of each county be obliged fo raiſe the proportion 
| 95 of eact, county by preſentment one half, at the 

N | U the other at the Summer _— 

= 

'' I is not 7 genera) the weight of a tax, 


| 
1 but the frequent application for taxes, which 
| 
. - irritates the commonalty. By the above 
| . . a 2 3 4 Rd Eb. 


kl q : 
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( 43 ) 
mode. the county ceſs and the demands of 
That | 


15 the church would at once be raiſed,- 
27. per acre would not be too much, the fol- 
lowing calculation will prove. 8 

n are 2293 pariſhes i in Ireland, which | 


contain 6,120,169 plantation acres ;— 


Plantation Acres. Pa iſbes. 


In Ulſter - 814,945 and 365 


In Leinſter 1,915,914 —— 858 
In Munſter - 1,652,420 — 740 
In . 736,890 — 330 


— 


sorro SING | the one-fourth of the planta- 


\ 


tion acres of each province to be under rivers, | 
bogs, &c. Sc. and the other three parts taxed | 

at 25. per acre; and ſuppoſing (for argu- 
ment ſake) every pariſh in each province to 
be put on a level, . 


— 


* 


„ee :+..25 Ji 


e 8 
”a Uifter each parith ir would have C. 35% 13 6 
In Leinſte.— 33 16 6 
In! Munſter | — — 351 3 „ 
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Tivs to equalize the livings would how- 


ever be very unfair, and equally | impolitic; 
for there would remain no motive for emu- 
lation. nor any reward for the aſſiduous la- 
bourer in the vineyard. To leſſen the in- 
come of the meritorious would be et and 
to raiſe every clergyman to his level would be 


impoſſible ; therefore, as now, each pariſh. 


ſhould preſer ve its relative ſituation. Fo 


AL #on-cures ſhould be aboliſhed :—This 
would, by diminiſhing the number of pa- 


-rilhes, enable the commiſſioners to improve 


the receipts of thoſe livings which now | re- 
dei ve ſupport from the board of firſt fruits. 
7 | And 


And all city aa now 7 paying their clerzy 


buy miniſters money ſhould remain as they are, 


which would alſo, by deducting them from 


the groſs number of livings, add conſiderably 


to the receipts of the remaining ones. 


' SHOULD this ſketch meet the appro- 
bation of the public, J ſhall be happy to be 
more explicit as to the minutiæ of the buſi- 
neſs! 1 know of no men that can objec to 
it, but thoſe who have extenſive demeſnes, 
which they now hold tythe-free : for what 
parſon would dare to ſeek his right from a 


great man! who thinks he overpays the poor | 


retailer of religion, by giving him lik dinner 


on the great feſtivals, and by condeſcending 


to know him! 
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( 46 ) 
Alrnoven, in 8 with the gene- 
ral wiſh of the nation, (that ſome other mode 57 
payment for the clergy ſhould be ſubſtituted in 


lieu f tithes), J have propoſed, T think, an 


unexceptionable ſimple mode; yet can I not 
help taking leave of my readers, with the 
ſentiment of my heart—that the preſent tithe 


laws, with a few alterations, by being fim- 


plified, and by leaying an appeal from the 


Biſhops-court, but to one other court, all par- 
ties would be ſatisfied, 
rs if the legiſlature wiſh N to the 


conſtitution, as well as to the church of Ire- 


land, as by the law eſtabliſhed, they will ſee 


that all differences between the clergy and peo- 
ple: are immediately healed, not by permitting 


inflammatory ſpeeches, pourtraying grievan- 


ces which have no exiſtence not by arraign- 


ing ; the proceedings of the clergy, whoſe mo- 


* 


deration 
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deration' | is their No ly error; but by the adop- 
tion of ſome new mode for the payment of 
the clergy, on ſubſtantial and "7 RA grounds ; 
- +0 by the amending of the preſent laws; which 5 

are as contradictory, as inexplicit, and as vo- 
luminous as any newgate-ſolicitor could wiſh! 
And where is the village not curſed with the 
preſence. of ſuch a reptile !—deſtroying the 
peace of ſociety |—yet illuding the hand of 
| Juſtice, by his knowledge of the chicanery of 
his profeſſion, and by his want of courage; not 
daring, like PIERRE, to ſtep forth the * bold 
faced villain bu, under ſancrion of the 
law, committing every crime, not cognizable 
by the King' nch, and not ain by: 
the Rope. 


» \ 
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